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ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Your daily attendance and active     
participation in all aspects of the      
course are essential to your progress.      
This means coming regularly to class      
on time, being prepared for and      
participating in all class activities. If      
you are forced to miss class, please       
contact me as soon as possible. You       
are allowed three unexcused    
absences (two if you want an A in        
the class). Unexcused absences    
beyond the allowable three will     
result in a lowering of the final       
grade: 4-5 absences = 5% reduction,      
6-7 absences = 10% reduction. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
What is German(y)? Many might think of Lederhosen , beer, and Oktoberfest           
when asked this question. In our class, we will dig deeper and question these              
and other stereotypes about Germany and the Germans. We want to come            
to a more nuanced understanding of what it means to be German. In this              
“language through content” class you get to bring into dialogue your own            
Deutschlandbild with a diverse set of cultural artifacts, such as music,           
newspaper articles, art, and literary texts, often with a special focus on the             
perspective of cultural and ethnic minorities. The two larger underlying          
questions guiding our conversations throughout the semester are:  

 
1) What do we mean when we say someone or something is “German?” 
2) How do the different media, documents, texts, songs, etc. support,           
challenge, and complicate our image of “things German?”  

  
 

 
COURSE DETAILS A NOTE ON INCLUSIVITY 
Instructor: Dr. Steffen Kaupp 
Email: skaupp@nd.edu  
Office: 317 Decio Faculty Hall 
Schedule: MWF 2:00 – 2:50 pm 
Classroom: 202 DeBartolo Hall 
Office Hours: Mon. 10:15 – 11:15 
                          Wed.   9:30 – 10:30 
                           Fri.    10:00 – 11:00 

The University of Notre Dame is committed to social justice. I share that             
commitment and strive to maintain a positive learning environment based          
on open communication, mutual respect, and non-discrimination. In this         
class, we will not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, economic class,              
disability, veteran status, religion, sexual orientation, color or national         
origin. If you have a disability that requires special accommodation, you are            
encouraged to notify me at the beginning of the term so that reasonable             
accommodations can be made in a timely manner. 

 

 
 

http://www.hamburg-travel.com/attractions/hamburg-maritime/speicherstadt/
mailto:skaupp@nd.edu


LEARNING GOALS  
Achieving success in this course means that by the end of the semester you will be able to fulfill the following                     
learning goals: 

 
 
Comprehension 

 

Listening: You can comprehend main points of extended speech and short lectures.            
You can generally follow an argument, provided the topic is familiar. You can             
comprehend standard speech from a variety of media. 

 
Reading: You can read texts from a variety of sources and discern attitudes and              
viewpoints. You can read texts written in a greater variety of styles and of a greater                
length and/or complexity. 
 

 
Production 

 

Speaking: You can interact with some degree of fluency and spontaneity in most             
informal and classroom discussions on topics that are familiar, of personal interest, or             
pertinent to everyday life and to German culture. You can combine and link sentences              
to describe experiences and express hopes and ambitions, and begin to give reasons and              
explanations for opinions. 

 
Writing: You can write summaries and short compositions on a range of topics that              
are of general interest or that relate to the target language culture. You can combine               
and link sentences into connected, paragraph-length discourse, using several verb          
tenses and moods. You can demonstrate increased accuracy and organizational          
coherence, and give reasons and examples for opinions. 
 

 
Culture 

 
You can demonstrate a basic knowledge of a variety of issues drawn from the history,               
geography, culture, and social life of Germany. You can begin to formulate arguments             
about the role that historical and cultural events have played in shaping these issues.              
You can comprehend the multicultural heterogeneous nature of German speaking          
communities, and comment on different cultural artifacts that reflect Germany’s          
heterogeneity.  
 

 
Reflectivity 

 
You can articulate your own language and cultural learning goals and analyze your             
progress. You can demonstrate self-managed learning skills and strategies that will           
facilitate lifelong learning. 
 

 

A NOTE ON RISK-TAKING 
I strongly believe that the most productive learning environment is one that            
encourages intellectual risk-taking. Taking intellectual risks means to share an          
idea, an opinion, or an interpretation that might not be fully formed yet, or that               
pushes the limits of your German language abilities. I explicitly encourage you            
to take these risks, both in class discussions, as well as in your assignments. I               
will provide you with in-class opportunities that make this risk-taking less           
daunting—like smaller group discussions. 

 
 

 

 
 



YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES (AKA: COURSE REQUIREMENTS) 
 
 
 

 

 

Compositions/Essays (2) 
[Assessment: Letter Grade based on Rubric] 
Throughout the semester you will complete two (2) writing assignments. For each essay, you will               
submit a second draft based on my feedback. I will annotate the first draft with detailed feedback.                 
While the first draft will not receive a grade, in assessing the revised draft 25% of the grade will                   
reflect the incorporation of my feedback.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

Interpersonal Speaking Assessment: Partner-Interview 
[Assessment: Satisfactory (S)/Unsatisfactory (U), with S being at least 85%] 
To practice and show mastery in interpersonal speaking, meaning you can ask for information in               
oral form and respond to utterances by your conversation partner, you will conduct and record a                
three- to four-minute partner interview, either with a classmate from our course or another              
German speaker. You will talk about the topics from unit 1 and 2, Nationalstolz and Erneuerbare                

Energien . In terms of your focus for the interview, you are entirely free in picking the questions and                  
themes about which you talk.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Vocab Quizzes and Tokens 
To improve your active vocabulary, you will keep your own personal Vokabelheft , where you write               
down at least 25 words per week that are new to you, and which you deem important. They can be                    
from our readings, class discussions, or other German sources. Your Vokabelheft will be a Google               
Doc that you share with me. Every other week, we will do a short vocab quiz in class, for which                    
you get to use words from your individual, personal vocab lists. For each quiz that you pass with at                   
least 86%, you will get a stamp on your vocab quiz token card. For two stamps, you earn one token                    
(so you can earn up to three tokens throughout the semester). Tokens can be exchanged for the                 
following rewards: 2% extra on participation grade, delete one missed homework assignment,            
submit one assignment up to 72 hours late.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Daily Homework and Ignition Questions 
[Assessment: Completed/Not Completed] 
Homework for every class will normally consist of two parts. Check Sakai Forum for detailed               
instructions for each homework assignment. 
1. Carefully read the materials we will be discussing in class the next day.  
 
2. I will provide you with a set of questions to “ignite” your thoughts about the materials under                  
consideration. This will allow you to think about how you would want to express your thoughts,                
thus giving you more time to work on your communicative skills. You respond to the questions in                 
our Sakai discussion forum. Responses are due by 8 am the day, on which we discuss the readings.  
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Weekly Podcast Listening Homework 
[Assessment: Completed/Not Completed] 
During a select number of weeks, you will listen to 20 minutes of podcasts. You can choose to                  
listen to one longer podcast or to multiple shorter ones. This site lists German podcasts by                
category: http://podster.de/. Deutsche Welle has many podcasts as well, you can find their podcasts              
here: http://www.dw.com/de/media-center/podcasts/s-100976.  
 
As long as the podcasts are in German, you can choose any podcast of interest to you. After                  
listening to 20 minutes of podcasts, write three sentences on your Sakai blog and say a) to which                  
podcast(s) you listened b) what you found interesting, and c) what questions you have because of                
what you heard.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Grammar Review and Quizzes 
[Assessment: Satisfactory (S)/Unsatisfactory (U), with S being at least 85%] 
Besides having a thematic focus, each unit of our course also features an in-depth review of one                 
grammatical concept. This grammar review will take the following structure: 
 

1) On the first day of each unit, we will take a short grammar pre-quiz to see how well you                   
already know the structure we are reviewing for that unit.  

2) Throughout the unit, I provide you with worksheets and explanations to help you study              
the grammatical concept in more detail. 

3) On the last day of every unit, we will take the same grammar quiz again, so you can see                   
your improvement through studying and applying the grammar. 

4) Only the grammar quizzes at the end of a unit will be graded. They will be assessed as                  
satisfactory/unsatisfactory. For two of the quizzes, you can retake them if you don’t             
achieve an S.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Final Project: “Was ist Deutsch(land)?” Podcast 
[Assessment: Satisfactory (S)/Unsatisfactory (U), with S being at least 85%] 
As the culmination of our engagement with the question of „Was ist Deutsch(land)?” you will be                
producing a video podcast episode that presents one facet of what it means to be German. Your                 
podcast should deal with a topic that is related to the six themes that our course has dealt with, and                    
it should be directed at a general, German-speaking audience. Your podcast will be assessed based               
on structure and coherence, the use of supporting materials (charts, statistics, quotes, etc.), and the               
clarity and accuracy of your spoken German.  
 
If you choose to strive for an A in this class, you will also write a 400-word reflection essay,                   
explaining what people can learn from your podcast. To fulfill the requirements for a B, you will                 
write a 350-word summary essay, briefly explaining the main points of your podcast. 
 

 
 

http://podster.de/
http://www.dw.com/de/media-center/podcasts/s-100976



